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22 August 1867

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, there was a "discussion concerning the calling of a pastor, and it was decided to
leave the matter in God's providence, and the free choice of the congregation." Apparently on
the same date, the consistory met with the building committee. The pastor opened this meeting
with prayer. It was decided that monies would be loaned at not more than ten per cent and a
mortgage between "$1,200 and $1,300 will be placed on the new Second [Third Reformed]
Church with its four lots." Then just this note at the conclusion of the above minutes: "A
congregational meeting was held on August 26, preceded by a sermon and prayer and a trio was
formed, consisting of Revs. Donner, [Roelof] Pieters, and de Pree."
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. H, pp. 294 and 295a.

Page 294
Consistory Meeting of August 20, 1863/
/
Present: The pastor, Keppel, Labots, de Bruin, Broek K/a/mper, Wakker, Geerlings,
Beeuwkes, te Roller, Kieft.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with pfayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — The minutes of the previous consistory meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — The clerk reports that/ Pieter Kwist has withdrawn his request for a
consistory recommendation to receive classical funds for his education. Received for
information.
ARTICLE 4 — Membership/transfers received for Ewald Klooster, from Bedum, the
Netherlands; also for Jan Smit, dated April 3, 1867.
ARTICLE 5 — It was decided, that in harmony with the congregational decision, to
borrow the necess funds for the ongoing construction of the Second church.
ARTICLE 6 — It as decided that each consistory member will attempt to reflect on how
/
and where the necessary monies can be obtained. The next meeting will be Friday,
August 22. TI-le meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Kamper.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of August 22, 1867
Absent: Brothers Beeuwkes and Kamper.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — It was decided that to avoid all misunderstanding and difficulties
concerning the original deed of the cemetery, to change to a Quit-claim deed.
ARTICLE 3 — Brother Broek reports that there has been some unpleasantness between D.
van Leenen and wife, leading to his leaving the home. He fears that the rupture cannot be
restored. After some further information, it was decided that Broek and Kamper will deal
with these members in the future.
ARTICLE 4 — After some information was given concerning the financial situation, it
was decided to meet with the building committee for the new church to make decisions
concerning these matters.

Page 295a

ARTICLE 6 — Brother Labots was appointed as a delegate, with Keppel as alternate, to
the upcoming classis.
ARTICLE 7 — There was a discussion concerning the calling of a pastor, and it was
decided to leave the matter in God's providence, and the free choice of the congregation.
The meeting was closed by Brother de Bruin.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting, with the building committee
Present: Keppel, Wakker, Rev. van Raalte, te Roller, Vaarwerk, Geerlings, Capon, Pauls,
and Werkman.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — After some information was given, it was decided that the shortage in
monies will be loaned at not more than 10% interest, and according to an agreement of
$240.00 on a note signed by the consistory on behalf of the congregation. A mortgage of
between $1,200 and $1,300 will be placed on the new Second Church with its four lots.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Vaarwerk.
A congregational meeting was held on August 26, preceded by a sermon and prayer and a
trio was formed, consisting of Revs. Donner, Pieters, and de Pree.
G. Wakker, clerk

